Tidy Towns Competition 2011

Adjudication Report

Centre: Clonroche Ref: Ref:124
County: Wexford Mark: 275
Category: B Date(s): 30/06/
Maximum Mark Mark
Mark Awarded
2010 2011
Overall Development Approach 50 38 38
The Built Envirnment 50 33 33
Landscapinc 50 42 43
Wildlife and Natural Anenities 50 31 31
Litter Contro 50 34 34
Waste Minmisatior 20 7 5
Tidiness 30 20 21
Residential Areas 40 25 26
Roads, Streets anc Back Areas 50 36 36
General Impression 10 8 8
TOTAL MARK 400 274 275

Overall Development Approach:

Clonroche ismost welcometo the 2011 TidyTowns competition - failte ar ais! Many thanksf or your appl ication f orm,

devel opment plan and annotat ed map. Well done on the continued high | evel of participation tha you enjoy. Let'shope you can
maintain this and even bring in new blood into the future. Your communication is clearly based on personal contacts and this is good.
Your new Facebo ok pageisan excellent tool for promoting your work and do make sure you keep this regular ly updated. Takelot s
of photos and post them here. How many'fans’ do you have? Yo u may even be able to attract new recrui tsusing thi s method. Please
consider typing y our appl ication f orm as thiswou Id make it easier to read and would givey ou more space to describe your projects.
Your three-year plan is slim but contains som e good actions. D o update thisyear-on-year to tak e of f those actions that ar e completed
and do no t shy away fr om acknowledg ing mo re stubborn issues, thisis where vauable lessons can be learnt. Your map iscl ear but
using c ol our coding o r highlight er would makey our ann otations stand out m ore. Consider the use of photosiny our appli cati on,
especially 'before and af ter' shots as these can communi cate very effectively theimpact of aparticular project. Overall you seem to
have a good grasp of the organisational side of the TidyTowns cont est and thiswil | serve you very well as aplatform onwhich to build
continued success.

The Built Environment:

Derelict buildings are a problem faced by every town in Ireland and it is gr eat to seey ou addre ssing thi sissue head on. Wexford County
Council will have specid powersinthisregard do consult them on how t o proceed. The Cloch Biniswonderfully adorned with hanging
baskets that stand out against the cl ean whit ewashed wadls. It's gable wal | is tastefully and traditionally painted. The nearby Tober isan
interesting in stal lati on and must look well whenlit. Its walls are clean and well presented. The Greene'sshopis very wel | kept h owever,
it isaccurate that (as mentioned in last y ear's report) its frontag e creates an over ly longi tudinal effect. Mi ssing letters aso needed to
bereplaced. The Clonroche pharmacy looks well and binsa ong main street are clean



and of good quality. The Boro Inn needs afacelift! It would be grea to seeits Guinness murasrepainted. The Community Centreis very
bare. Larger plants are needed in these tubsin order to have any impact but amural or some other screening would do wonders. Galawas
very clean and well presented. It's summer flowers were admired. Green's footwear shop has a very well painted facade, while the post office
oppositeissimplebut beautifully presented. Tector'sfunerd homeissuperbly presented and abig hand to the proprietorsfor the effort gone
into this. The school looks very well and it was gredt to seeitsgreen flagflying proudly.

Landscaping:

Itis hoped that when you arefilling gapsin hedging and tree linestha you are sensitive to the needs of wildlife and planting only native
species. The lovely young lime trees were admired on Main Street and these are an excellent feature for adding year-round colour and
texture. Displays of colourful annual plants were admired. The display of roses and other plantsin the private garden between the two pubs
crestesawonderful impact. The Millennium Park is afantastic feature and was being used on adjudication day! Thelandscaping ismost
suitable with the baance of trees and summer colour. Seats were in good order and the grass was well trimmed. Good work! The beautiful
old ash tree with simple seating added at its base a fantastic feature. Across the road from the school thereisno needfor flower planting at
the base of the tall beech trees asthey should be alowed 'stand-done'.

Wildlife and Natural Amenities:

Appreciaing your locd wildliferesourcesisvitd in order to achieve under this category. Inthisregard researching andraising awaenessis
moreimportant than 'doing’ & the early stages. Biodiversity is under threat globally and sadly Ireland is a part of thistrend. Learn why thisis
important and discover of there are areas designated for conservation close to you a www.npwsie or www.roticendureie. Habitats of vdue
include specimen trees, hedgerows, treelines, stream, woodlands and wetlands. Some or al of these are likely to be present in your town and
they should be mapped. Learn how their quality can be enhanced through careful management. Try to list the plants and animalsto be found
there and recognise their significance (native, protected, or aieninvasive?). Thisinformation can be funto gather and can involve the school
or other interested parties. Raise awareness through holding events such as hedgerow walks or bat walks. Contact the Wexford Naturdists
Field Club or the National Parks and Wildlife Service ranger who might be able to help you arrange this. You could hold an event to
coincide with Heritage Week a the end of August. Do give more detail onthe 'biodiversity pledge’- this sounds original and most intriguing!
Your three-year plan states that Johns Lane requires ‘constant attention’ - please elaborate - what kind of maintenance is needed here?ltis
hoped that any work hereis sensitive to wildlife and does not involve spraying or planting of non-nétive species. John'sLane isa
wonderfully quiet spot that abounds with nature. Lessis definitely more here to dlow the natural vegetation to fully expressitself. Dumping
of grass cuttings near the entrance should be discouraged as this damages native flora. The lovely display board was admired here.

Litter Control:

Well done on participating in the Naional Spring Clean! Some photos would be grea to see what you achieved. Did many people turn out?
How muchrubbish did you collect? In terms of your routine patrols how often do these occur? Do elaborate on how you communicae this
message to schools and the wider community. The Main Street was generdly litter free dthough a number of stray items was noted. Dog
fouling was aminor problem. The bring bank was mostly clean and receptacles were well presented. Some litter was in evidence & the
entrance to the Millennium Park.

Waste Minimisation:

This category is about tackling the growing waste mountain that is creaing problems of pollution, unwanted land use, and the use of
dwindling resources. Itis aglobal and aloca problem. To save the Earth we needto move quickly to azero waste society. Your town can
play its part by first looking at the volume of waste that is generated. Contact your waste contractors who can help withthis. Try to find out
what is being thrown away and armed with thisinformation you can start to think about how waste can be reduced. Examine the waste
pyramid and note the recycling is only the forth most preferred option after avoidance, reducing and re-using. One third of our wasteis
organicin nature - does your town have abrown bin collection? If not try to promote home composting by organising workshops and
advertising suppliers of compost bins. One third of our foodisthrown out! Give people tips through your communication channels on wise
shopping, how to store food, and how to cook with |eftovers. Other waste minimisation projects might include working withretailersto cut
down on packaging, reminding people to re-use shopping bags, discouraging junk mail, encouraging the re-use of water bottles and coffee
mugs a school and a work. Please give more detail and your participationin the green homes project. What isrequired of you here and how
will it help to reduce waste? It is good to read that you are planning a waste minimisation workshop.

Tidiness:

Itis great to read that you have given consideration to the specific suggestionsin last year'sreport. It is important that you can take these
independent views on board. The townis generally very tidy in gppearance. It would be great to see remaining overhead wires done away
with to complete the work tha has aready been done. Fly posting is not a problem while signage isgood qudity. There does not appear to be
too many vacant poles. Painting the gates a Sean Flood's would be a grea enhancement here.

Residential Areas:

CanonMurphy Park is abeautifully maintained estate of houses onthe New Ross side of town. The front boundary landscaping is excellent
here, especidly the tall trees. The colourful flowers under the name plates create awonderful sight but the letters need to be repainted. Onthe



main road the small flowers are dwarfed by the location and something more substantial is needed here for greater impact. The Woodlands
estaelooks great andtop marksfor presening thelovely row of origind hedgerow. This was full of wild flowersincluding the fragrant
honeysuckle. It would be anice project to paint boundary walls auniform colour.

Roads, Streets and Back Areas:

This adjudicaor found the approach road from Enniscorthy to be excessively cluttered with low quality signage and cheap hoarding and this
created apoor firstimpression. The naturd field boundaries of this countryside are hedgerows and it would be great to see these replanted
aong the long stretches of road where there are only bare wooden post fences. The surfacing was good however and the welcome sign was
admired. Smilarly bare fenceswere noted on the Adamstown approach. Effective screening with ivy of aconcrete wal on the Cloughban
approach was admired. Further out it was great to see the old stone wall being preserved - how about pa ntingthe nearby field gateto
complete the picture? M ost pub car parks are adumping ground but the Clogh B6n deserves specid praise for the wonderful appearance of
the beer garden!

General Impression:
Well done Clonroche TidyTowns for the wonderful standard of presentation that was on show. Your hard work isredly paying off. A low

level of letter did stand out so perhaps additional measures are needed here. You are not inthe contest long but you are dready making great
headway . Best of luck and keep up the good work
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