Leaving Cert English - The Comparative Modes
Cultural Context
(Ordinary Level equivalent: Social Setting)

- The world of the novel/film, the world in which events take place, a world that forms a significant background, that influences characters and events and may in turn be influenced by them, a world with its own values, rules, rituals and conventions.  It may be a matter of when and where a story is set. It may be readymade (especially in historical stories), partly adapted by the author or partly or wholly created by the author (e.g. science fiction). 

from Draft Guidelines:
“Compare texts focusing on social rituals, values, and attitudes. This is not to be seen as a sociological study of the texts. It means taking some perspectives which enable the students to understand the kind of values and structures with which people contend. It amounts to entering into the world of the text and getting some insight and feel for the cultural texture of the world created. This would imply considering such aspects as, the rituals of life and the routines of living the structures of society, familial, social, economic, religious and political: the respective roles of men and women in society, the position of children, the role and nature of work, the sources and structures of power and the significance of race and class.”

* * * * * * * * * *
DRAFTS OF QUESTIONS ON COMPARATIVE STUDIES:

1.
Compare the rituals of relationships in some selected texts.

2.
Comment on the relative social status of men and women in texts.

3. 
Discuss where power and influence reside in the cultures in texts.

4. 
Comment on the significance of race or class in the texts.
FROM OFFICIAL SAMPLE PAPERS:
1. 
(a) Choose any one of the texts you studied as part of your comparative course 
and describe how


aspects of the cultural context shaped the overall atmosphere of the narrative. 
Illustrate your points by reference to one or more key moments from the text. 


(b) Write a short comparative commentary on one or more of the other texts 
on your course in the light of your discussion of the text you have chosen for 
part (a) above. 





OR

2. 
The author of a narrative text creates a world (a cultural context) in which the 
story unfolds. Using one key moment from each of three texts you studied in 
your comparative course, compare the impact of the cultural context on one of 
the following areas: —


— determining events in the lives of the characters


— making the stories more realistic or credible

· heightening the impact of the stories on the reader. 

THE CULTURAL CONTEXT:  From Past Papers

2009 

1. “The main characters in texts are often in conflict with the world or culture they inhabit.”

In the light of the above statement, compare how the main characters interact with the cultural contexts of the texts you have studied for your comparative course. 

OR

2. “Understanding the cultural context of a text allows you to see how values and attitudes are shaped.”

(a) Show how this statement applies to one of the texts on your comparative course. 

(b) Compare the way in which values and attitudes are shaped in two other texts on your comparative course. Support the comparisons you make by reference to the texts. 
2007

Imagine that you are a journalist sent to investigate the cultural context of the worlds of the three texts from your comparative course.

(a) Write an article on the cultural context that you found most interesting. 

(b) In a second article compare the cultural contexts of the other two worlds with each other. 

OR

“The cultural context can have a significant influence on the behaviour of the central character/characters in a text.”

Compare the way in which the behaviour of the central characters in at least two of your texts is influenced by the cultural context of those texts.

2006

“The cultural context of a narrative usually determines how the story will unfold.”

(a) Compare the way in which the cultural context influenced the storyline in two of the texts you have studied in your comparative course.

(b) Show how the cultural context influenced the storyline in a third text you have studied.

OR

“Understanding the cultural context of a text adds to our enjoyment of a good

narrative.”

In the light of the above statement write an essay comparing the cultural contexts of the texts you have studied in your comparative course. Support the comparisons you make by reference to the texts.

2003

Write an essay in which you compare the texts you have studied in your comparative course in the light of your understanding of the term, the cultural context. 

OR

(a) With reference to one of the texts you have studied in your comparative course, write a note on the way/s in which the cultural context is established by the author. 

(b) Compare the ways in which the cultural context is established by the authors of two other texts on your comparative course.

2002

“A narrative text creates its own unique world in which the reader can share.” 

Write a response to the above statement in which you compare the texts you have studied as part of your comparative course. Support the comparisons you make by reference to the texts. 

OR
(a) What is your understanding of the term Cultural Context in relation to any one of the texts in your comparative course? Support your view by reference to at least one key moment from your chosen text. 

(b) Compare two other texts from your comparative course in the light of your understanding of the term Cultural Context as you have discussed it in part (a) above. Support the comparisons you make by reference to at least one key moment from each of these two texts. 

