Questions on Hamlet based on Past Papers 

Some questions were about other Shakespearean plays but have been applied to Hamlet
“Although Hamlet is guilty of morally questionable deeds, he is, deep down, a good man.”

Would you agree with this opinion of Hamlet?

Give reasons for your answer based on your knowledge of the play.
You have been invited to play the part of a character in your school’s

production of the play Hamlet.

Describe the qualities of your chosen character which you would wish to

make clear to your audience. Support your answer with reference to the text.

Hamlet has been arrested for the murder of Polonius. You are to make a

speech either defending or prosecuting him at his trial. Write the speech.

Imagine that Horatio kept a diary of the time he spent with Hamlet. Write out

two entries he might make about his experience during that time.

Your local library is holding an event called My Favourite Play where readers

explain what they particularly liked about their chosen play. You are to take part

and you choose to introduce Hamlet to the audience. Write the talk you would give.
The most important lesson the play teaches us is that -

- People are not to be trusted

- Everybody makes mistakes

Choose one of the above statements and explain how the play teaches you that lesson.
The play, Hamlet, has many exciting scenes. Briefly describe one scene that had

a strong effect on you and explain why it had such an effect.
Imagine that you could write to William Shakespeare. Write a letter in which

you tell him your opinion of the play and its relevance to young people of

today. Refer to the play in your answer.
In your opinion, what is the appeal of the play, Hamlet, for a twenty-first century audience?

Support the points you make by reference to the text.

“We admire Hamlet as much for his weaknesses as for his strengths.”

Write a response to this view of the character of Hamlet, supporting your points by reference to the text.

“The play, Hamlet, presents many opportunities for dramatic performance.”

Write your response to the above statement, supporting it by reference to the play.

“Hamlet’s attitudes and actions make him a very unattractive character.”

Do you agree with the above view? Support your answer by reference to the play.
“Shakespeare’s Hamlet invites us to look into the world of a man given a mission he wasn’t suited to.”

Write a response to this view of Hamlet, supporting the points you make by reference to the text.

“The play, Hamlet, has many scenes of great drama.”

Choose one scene that you found compelling and say why you found it to be so. Support your answer by reference to the play.

“In Hamlet determination and loyalty triumph over treachery and brutality.”

Write your response to this statement supporting your answer with suitable reference to the text.

“In Hamlet the dividing line between heroes and villains is blurred.”

Discuss this statement with reference to at least one villainous and one virtuous character. Support your answer with suitable reference to the text.

“Claudius is often perceived as a heartless villain in the play Hamlet but nevertheless we can be impressed by his better qualities”
Write a response to this statement, referring to the text in your answer. 

“Positive values of hope and redemption overcome the sense of pessimism and disorder in the play Hamlet”.

Write a response to this statement. You should refer to the play in your answer. 

“Claudius’ murder of King Hamlet has terrible consequences both for Claudius himself

and for Denmark.”

Write a response to this statement. You should refer to the play in your answer.

“Hamlet has all the ingredients of compelling drama.”

Write a response to this statement, commenting on one or more of the ingredients which, in your opinion, make Hamlet a compelling drama.

The foolishness of Claudius and Laertes, rather than Hamlet’s cleverness and determination leads to Hamlet’s revenge finally being achieved”

Discuss this statement supporting your answer with the aid of suitable reference to the text.

“Shakespeare’s play Hamlet demonstrates the weakness of human judgement.”

Discuss this statement supporting your answer with the aid of suitable reference to the text.
“The relationship between Hamlet and Ophelia undergoes significant change during the course of the play.”

Discuss this statement supporting your answer with the aid of suitable reference to the text.

“Essentially the play Hamlet is about power, its use and abuse.”

Discuss this view of the play, supporting your answer with the aid of suitable reference to the text.

“In the play, Hamlet, the stories of the Hamlet and Polonius families mirror one another in interesting ways.”

Write a response to this view of the play, supporting your answer by reference to the text.

 “Reading or seeing Hamlet is a horrifying as well as a challenging experience.”

Write a response to this view, supporting the points you make by reference to the text.
