A Narrow fellow in the Grass by Emily Dickinson

Themes: 

Nature - in general the poet likes nature, without being too intense about it - "I feel ... a transport/Of cordiality-" Transport suggests great emotion, but cordiality is a rather tame word to follow. However snakes make her uneasy - "a tighter breathing", and this is a deep feeling - "Zero at the Bone".

It's as if she tries to regard the snake in a tame domesticated way ("Comb", "Unbraiding"), but literally and metaphorically she can't pin it down - "It wrinkled, and was gone". It's sudden appearance catches her off guard - "sudden notice", and she is also somewhat disconcerted by his sudden movement - "a Whip lash".

For her, humans are not quite in harmony with nature - it's separate from people and people need to be wary at times.

Symbolism
Is this just about a snake, simply an edgy nature poem., or is the snake a symbol?  Perhaps it stands for evil as in the Adam and Eve story, so it is evil that she is wary of, or could it be a sneaky or treacherous friend/lover? - metaphorically a snake in the grass.

Links/Comparisons

Dickinson’s unusual imagery is evident once again – the idea of a snake described as a “narrow fellow” riding through the grass. In many other poems she chooses a creature from nature to build her poem around. There’s the usual sense of her personal vulnerability ("Zero at the bone"), but also her emotional reserve -"cordiality".
