Shancoduff by Patrick Kavanagh 

Language:

By his choice of words Kavanagh emphasises the bleakness of his local area – “black”, “perishing”, “sleety”, “hungry”, “forsaken”, “shaken”. Even some of the place names sound unpleasant – “Shancoduff”, “Rocksavage”. And yet this is not the full picture. There is also more pleasant language, but the impact isn’t as strong – “rising”, “eternally”, “bright”, “sheltering”, and the same applies to some of the place names “Glassdrummond”, “Featherna bush”. 

Themes:
The life of a poet – the poet is a poor isolated figure, in a bleak environment, and is not happy about it:
 “Who owns them hungry hills
That the water-hen and snipe must have forsaken?
A poet? Then by heavens he must be poor.”
I hear, and is my heart not badly shaken?

Is this the poet’s choice of environment? The poem itself is evidence that it provides creative inspiration, and it could be argued that he is quite possessive about it (repeated use of “My”). Perhaps he’s even proud of it in a way, especially in the second verse – “They are my Alps”. 

Nature is also a theme – at times it is portrayed as pleasant and at times as cold and harsh (see Language Section above)

Imagery:
*The hills are personified: “My black hills have never seen the sun rising, Eternally they look north towards Armagh”. They are described as “happy” (line 4). They “hoard” brightness. They’ve got “beards” (growth of rushes). They are “hungry” (13). 
*The hills are compared to Lot’s wife from the bible story, and to the Alps and Matterhorn.
*There’s a money metaphor at the start of the second verse, where the bright spots are compared to “shillings”, but like money shillings they are in little “pockets” in the hills. 
*the sun is personified – it’s as if it “searches” the hills.
*the wind is personified – it “fondles” the hills. 
*Kavanagh compares his mental state with his heart being “shaken”. 

Mood:

The poet is obviously upset at his situation – his heart is “badly shaken” when he hears people having a poor opinion of his home place – does he share this opinion or is he just being defensive? The bleak descriptions mentioned above suggests he finds it a bleak place, but there also hints that he has pride in the place and finds some brightness in it. 

Links:
As in Inniskeen Road, there is an ambiguity about his attitude to his rural environment, a sort of love-hate relationship. In both poems there is isolation, whether self-imposed or imposed from without. Yet in both there is also much natural beauty. Shancoduff is a colder place – the poem is set in March, with “sleety winds”, whereas Inniskeen Road is set in July, which suggests greater warmth. Both poems make strong use of a sense of place, including place names. Both poems have somewhat exotic references – Selkirk in Inniskeen Road and the Alps and Matterhorn in Shancoduff
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