She Dwelt Among the Untrodden Ways (SDU)

And
A Slumber Did My Spirit Seal (SDS)

By William Wordsworth

Characterisation:

Both poems are about “Lucy”, though she is mentioned specifically only in the first poem.  Opinions vary as to Lucy’s real identity. Both poems make it clear that she is dead – “she is in her grave” (SDU), “She neither hears nor sees” (SDS). Death is more final in SDU, while in SDS there’s a suggestion that in some way some aspect of her continues on – “Rolled round in earth’s diurnal course”. SDU makes the poet’s personal feelings for her more clear: “oh,/The difference to me”. In SDS it’s more like admiration: “She seemed a thing that could not feel/The touch of earthly years”. 

She seems to have led a quiet, perhaps reclusive life, out of the public eye at least. (“she lived unknown” - SDU). Her interests and activities were probably untypical for a woman of he time: “She dwelt among the untrodden ways”. She wasn’t well known or popular with others: “A Maid whom there were none to praise,/And very few to love”. Perhaps Wordsworth was one of the few who loved her, and now writes this poem as a tribute so that others will know. 

Nature:

As is typical of Wordsworth poems he uses nature imagery and also describes scenes from nature, so there is a strong visual element. 

Nature scenes: “Beside the springs of Dove” (SDU), “With rocks, and stones, and trees”; (SDS).

Imagery: She is like “A violet by a mossy stone”, or “as a star, when only one/Is shining in the sky” – these images (the first a metaphor, the second simile) emphasise/convey what a secluded/unnoticed  life she led.

Death:

Seen as very final in SDU – “she is in her grave” – this is not qualified in any way, no hope ort optimism is shown. It seems even more final in SDS – “No motion has she now, no force;/She neither hears nor sees”, yet this is qualified – she will “roll round” with the earth, which suggests some sort of a life (some force? Some motion?), but only in the same way as “rocks , and stones, and trees” – two of which are inanimate. 

The Poet:

He shows an interest in nature – imagery and nature scenes (see above). He shows admiration for Lucy, wants to acknowledge and perhaps preserve her memory, and yet there isn’t that much detail about her (making it difficult for others to identify if she was some real person in his life). He way want to preserve the “unknown” status she had in life. The poems show that Wordsworth was reflection – as he considers her life. This is especially so in SDS, where he opens by describing a meditative state where he is sealed off from the cares of the world and can concentrate entirely on his thoughts (of Lucy in this case) – “A slumber did my spirit seal;/I had no human fears”. 

