The Tuft of Flowers by Robert Frost
Theme:

In the original edition of Frost’s collection A Boy’s Will this poem was described as being about “fellowship”.  The two people in the poem, the poet and the mower are fellow workers, but are not working side by side - “he had gone his way”.  Frost seems to desire the fellowship (“I looked for him”), but initially fells quite isolated (“alone/ ‘as all must be’, I said within my heart,/Whether they work together or apart”.)  But when he notices the tuft of flowers left uncut by the mower this forms a surprise link between the two of them.  The poet has found “a spirit kindred to my own”, and realizes “I worked no more alone”. The fellowship theme becomes very strong from then on – “I worked as with his aid”, “held brotherly speech”, until finally his changed outlook is captured in a heartfelt quote at the end: “Men work together … whether they work together or apart” – which is quite a change from what he said earlier about working alone. This insight comes from the intervention into the scene of the butterfly, his reflections sparked by this (“I thought of questions that have no reply”), his increased awareness of his surroundings (“a message from the dawn/That made me hear the waking birds around”). 

Some critics regard the writing of poetry as a theme here also – elsewhere he uses mowing as an image for the creative process. This poem could suggest that poetry can be a lonely pursuit until you realize that other poets (like the mower) have gone before you celebrating beauty. Frost feels a sense of fellowship with these earlier poets. In 1957 he said that the poem was “against the idea that you write poetry just to show yourself off”, a point which seems to be made (about the other mower) in the line “Nor yet to draw one thought of ours to him”. 

Imagery
The butterfly is the catalyst – a symbol for whatever it was that led him to this realization or insight about fellowship. Or the butterfly is just literally what led him to the tuft of flowers which in turn sparked the insight. Whatever the case he does personify the butterfly – “bewildered”, “memories grown dim”. Later the tuft itself is described as a “leaping tongue of bloom” – the leaping suggesting energy and the tongue emphasizing communication. 

Links/Comparisons

While many of the poems have a rural/farm background (e.g. Out, Out and Mending Wal – so far we’ve had country pursuits like wood cutting, wall mending, grass cutting) this more specifically is a nature poem.  Also it is similar to Mending Wall in that there are two characters, with Frost seeking better communication.   The other farmer in Mending Wall is more resistant to open communication, more set in his ways. He has more fellow feeling with the mower, though it’s not clear if they actually meet: “dreaming, as it were, held brotherly speech”.  The other farmer doesn’t seem to be a “spirit kindred”. He is physically closer to his neighbour in Mending Wall, but closer in spirit to his fellow worker in this poem. There is no violence as there is in Out, Out, though the scythe is not unlike the saw; this time it’s a man doing the work and there is no sense of danger, in Out Out it was a boy. All in all it is a more upbeat poem than the others (“sheer morning gladness”). In symbolic terms it could be said that the wall is a barrier and the tuft a bond. 

Note that the idea of work is important in all three poems, as is the question of fate/chance/choice.
