Leaving Cert English - The Comparative Modes
Theme or Issue
(Ordinary Level equivalent: Theme)

from Draft Guidelines:

“Comparing texts on a prescribed theme(s). These would have to be themes which were pervasive and central to the texts chosen for study”.

e.g of Theme/Issue for study: relationships.

DRAFTS OF QUESTIONS ON COMPARATIVE STUDIES

HIGHER LEVEL

Themes and Issues
1.  “The dramatic presentation of a theme can greatly add to the impact of literary

texts.” Discuss this statement in relation to your study of texts in a comparative way.

2.  Comment on how your understanding of a theme or issue has been informed by

your reading of texts in a comparative manner.

3.  Outline your views on the relationship between the themes and issues which literary texts address and the creation of significant characters.

4.Show how a theme or issue affects the narrative shape or structure in two contrasting texts.

5.“The language and imagery chosen by the author are important expressions of theme.” Discuss in relation to texts you have studied in a comparative mode.

QUESTIONS FROM DRAFT EXAMINATION PAPERS

Themes and Issues
1. 
(a) Compare the treatment of a key theme or issue in two of the texts you have 
studied for your comparative course.

    
(b) Show how your understanding of that theme or issue was deepened or 
extended by your reading of a third text from your course.

2. 
“Change is central to many of the themes explored in texts”.

    
Discuss this statement in the light of the texts you have studied for your 
comparative course.

3. 
“Ideas which challenge those of the reader provide much of the interest in 
reading texts”. Discuss this statement with reference to at least two of the 
texts you have studied for your comparative study.

Theme or Issue: FROM PAST LEAVING CERT PAPERS

2009
1. “Important themes are often expressed in key moments in texts.”

Compare how the authors of the comparative texts studied by you used key moments to heighten your awareness of an important theme. (70)

OR

2. (a) Choose a theme from one text you have studied as part of your comparative course and say how it helped maintain your interest in the text. (30)

(b) Compare how the theme you have dealt with in part (a) is treated by the authors of two other texts from your comparative course to maintain the reader’s interest. (40)
2008

1. “The comparative study of a theme or issue allows the reader/viewer to gain a variety of viewpoints on that theme or issue.”

(a) Describe the viewpoint on your chosen theme or issue that emerges from one of your comparative texts. (

(b) Compare the viewpoints on the same theme in the other two texts that you have studied. (40)

OR

2. “There are key moments in a text when a theme comes sharply into focus.”

Compare how key moments from the texts you have studied brought a theme or issue into sharp focus.
2006

“In careful reading/viewing of key moments of texts we often find important themes or issues which are developed in the text as a whole.”

(a) Compare how key moments of two texts you have studied in your comparative course raised an important theme or issue. 

(b) In the case of a third text show how a key moment helped in your understanding of the same theme or issue discussed in part (a). 

OR

“The dramatic presentation of a theme or issue can add greatly to the impact of narrative texts.”

Write an essay comparing how the presentation of a theme or issue, common to the texts you have studied for your comparative course, added to the impact of the texts. 

2004
“Exploring a theme or issue through different texts allows us to make interesting

comparisons.”

Write an essay comparing the treatment of a single theme that is common to the texts you have studied for your comparative course.

OR

“Any moment in a text can express a major theme or issue.”

(a) Choose a moment from each of two texts you have studied for your comparative course and compare the way these moments express the same theme or issue. 

(b) Show how a third text you have studied expresses the same theme or issue through a key moment. 

2002

“A theme or issue explored in a group of narrative texts can offer us valuable insights into life.” 

Compare the texts you have studied in your comparative course in the light of the above statement. Your discussion must focus on one theme or issue. Support the comparisons you make by reference to the texts. 

OR 
(a) Compare the treatment of a theme or issue in two of the texts you have studied as part of your comparative course. Support the comparisons you make by reference to the texts. 

(b) Discuss the treatment of the same theme or issue in a third text in the light of your answer to part (a) above. 

2001

“Narratives can broaden our understanding of a theme or issue”

Compare the texts you have studied in your comparative course in the light of the above statement.

OR

“A key moment in a narrative text can illustrate a theme or issue very powerfully”.

Choose one of the texts you have studied as part of your comparative course and show how an important moment from it illustrates a theme or issue. 

Write a short comparative commentary on one key moment from each  of the other texts you have studied in the light of your discussion in  part (a) above.

