Upon Westminster Bridge by William Wordsworth

The city

Unlike much of Worsdworth’s poetry which focuses on nature and rural landscapes, this poem deals with the city (London in this case), and in a positive complimentary way – “Earth has not anything to show more fair … A sight so touching in its majesty:” In particular he loves “The beauty of the morning” in the city, when he can enjoy “the smokeless air”, before the business of the city gets going. AS he describes rural landscapes in other poems, here he describes the city landscape, the cityscape: “Ships, towers, domes, theatres, and temples”. The presence of the river seems an important part of the scene to him: “The river glideth at his own sweet will”. He even personifies the city, paying tribute to the power of it: “all that mighty heart is lying still!”. 

Nature

Despite the focus being on the city, nature does feature, not surprisingly for Wordsworth – e.g. the mention of the river flowing through the city - “The river glideth at his own sweet will”. The “smokeless” morning scene leaves the scene “open unto the fields and to the sky”  (rather than being clouded in and obscured by smoke). He compares the way the sun shines beautifully on the city scene to the way he has previously seen it shine in the countryside: “Never did sun more beautifully steep/In his first splendour valley, rock, or hill”.

Imagery:

Clothes imagery: “This City now doth like a garment wear/The beauty of the morning”. 

Personification – of the sun: “his first splendour”; the river: “his own sweet will”; the buildings: “the very houses seem asleep”; the city itself: “all that mighty heart”. 

The poet:

As always Wordsworth is struck by the physical beauty of a scene – “Earth has not anything to show more fair”. He is emotionally moved by the beauty – “A sight so touching”. It brings him to a sense of peace -  “a calm so deep!”.

Links/Comparisons:

This poem provides a useful contrast – being about the city when the others are more focussed on the countryside. But, despite this, as noted above, the poem features nature imagery – there’s mention of the river, the fields, the sky, and the “valley, rock, or hill”. In many ways it is similar in style to the Beauteous Evening poem – both are sonnets in praise of a beautiful scene. The “mighty heart” in this poem is like the “mighty Being” in the other (personification in both cases). The “Dear God!” exclamation in this poem is like “Dear Child! dear Girl!” in the other. The “calm so deep” in this poem is like the “tranquillity” in the other. By contrast this poem tells about the morning while the other is set in the evening, as is Skating, showing that time was often important to Wordsworth – time of day or time of year.

Unlike the other poems, which featured other people as well as Wordsworth (his daughter, the skaters, Lucy) in this poem the poet is on his own. 

The “calm so deep” is like the “tranquillity” in Beauteous Evening, the “slumber” in A Slumber did my spirit seal and the “all was tranquil” idea from Skating. 
Motion was important in the other poems – not as big an issue here, but it does feature: “The river glideth”. Water is part of the scene in other poems also – the lake in Skating, “the springs of Dove” in She dwelt among the untrodden ways, the “Sea” in Beauteous Evening. 
